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WDCC Design 100 Forum 2025 will gather distinguished guests from countries including
the United States, Italy, France, and Belgium, alongside leading Chinese designers,
engaging in an in—-depth dialogue under the theme “Cycles & Circles.” The forum aims
to contribute insights and solutions for realizing human—nature engagement design
within the web of life.

The program features three keynote speeches, addressing urban infrastructure, livable
proximity systems, and the innovation of traditional craftsmanship. These discussions
will explore in depth how design can serve as an innovative engine for ecology,
production, and living. In addition, three high-level dialogues will focus on pathways for
integrating urban—rural interaction with ecological civilization, excavate the great
potential of the circular economy and industrial innovation, and present new lifestyle
concepts inspired by Chinese reflections. A total of 18 design masters, leaders of
design organizations, and design educators will gather to share their visions on how
design, by driving revolutions in technology, industry, and lifestyle, can become a key
force in repairing the planet and empowering the web of life.

As one of the landmark outcomes of the 1st World Design Cities Conference, the
Shanghai International Design 100 Experts was established under the leadership of
Tongji University, commissioned by the Shanghai Municipal Commission of Economy
and Informatization. This new type of expert panel serves not only as the organizer of
the forum, but also as an international creative community that brings together global
leaders in design industry, organizations, and academia. At this forum, the organizer will
announce the fourth group of shanghai international design 100 experts and present
them with appointment letter.
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Shanghai Municipal Commission of Economy and Informatization

Tongji University
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China Creative Studies Institute

The Paper

&7 / Organizers
B RFIRITEIEZ PR
tBEEZITEASRE
College of Design and Innovation, Tongji University

Shanghai International Design 100 Think Tank
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2025F9H25H EBMEIK 6895 AIE
25 September 2025 Hall A, # 689 Jumen Road,

13:00-16:25 Huangpu District, Shanghai
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Appointment letter awarding for Shanghai International

Design 100 Experts
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Roundtable Dialogues

14:15-14:55
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Collaborative Proximities: The Social Construction of
Communities and Places

Ezio Manzini

Efrtt S FERITHEBERE, KBTI RFRERR
President of DESIS Network; Honorary Professor at
Politecnico di Milano
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The Design of the Nest Urban Infrastructure: From the Metro
of the Sea to the Internet in Petabits

Gunter Pauli
“BEBEFZR”, BHIRMREIFEESSAEA

Author of The Blue Economy; Founder of Zero Emissions
Research and Initiatives (ZERI)
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Future Tradition

3KE Zhang Lei
mP R MR IR E B IELIEA
Founder of Pinwu Studio & Rong Design Library

WERESETXH

Urban-Rural Interaction and Ecological Civilization



14:55-15:35

F4F Moderator

#[MfH Xin Xiangyang
B AFRKEBFEHRIE, XXY Innovation Blli#5 A

Tenured Distinguished Professor at Tongji University; Founder
of XXY Innovation

Rosanne Somerson

EEZBHIRITFRRERK

President Emerita of Rhode Island School of Design

John Thackara
REERZAZFRRELT. ERAFLZITRER

Fellow of the Royal College of Arts (UK); Leading Sustainable
Design Thinker

Dan Hill

FRAKRFIRITFERPTI, Helsinki Design LabBEX&ElIE A

Director of Melbourne School of Design; Co-founder of
Helsinki Design Lab

Joseph Press
FBIRRAKRFHFIFEERNHRELR

Chair Professor of Digital Sustainable Transformation at
Shanghai University of Engineering Science
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Circular Economy and Industrial Innovation



F3i1F Moderator

Silvia Barbero
HRETRFRAIRK

Vice Rector of Politecnico di Torino

Gunter Pauli
“HBEFZR”, THIRMREFHEESAEA

Author of The Blue Economy; Founder of Zero Emissions
Research and Initiatives (ZERI)

Lorenzo Imbesi
EPRZARNIZITRREA R EFE
President of CUMULUS

MBE Xing Lei
HAZBRITHARETE., HAERTETRESEK

Secretary-General of World Green Design Organization;
Chairman of Dragon Design Foundation

X —#2 Guan Yisong
- ERZEESPEEFEAR

China Chief Representative of Ellen MacArthur Foundation

16:35-16:15 PEBESEFAN

Chinese Reflection and Lifestyles



F41F Moderator

3 E Zhang Lei

B ARFIRITRIEF REIFR <

Vice Dean and Professor at Tongji University College of
Design and Innovation

Aldo Cibic
I ARG RN, BFAFEREHRR

Co-founder of the Memphis Group; Honorary Professor at
Tongji University

3kE Zhang Lei
mP R MR IRt E B IELIEA
Founder of Pinwu Studio & Rong Design Library

T Ning Gang
RBEEEAFZIRK
Former President of Jingdezhen Ceramic University

fRIE3¢ Hou Zhengguang
%/ MoreLess Bl#AA

Founder of MorelLess

T4 Wang Yang
mRIgITelE A

Founder of Kieferzapfen Design

16:15-16:25 CIEAR RS

Closing Summary



#5k3 Lou Yongqi
HRIZTZHARLUELSE., EBTIRRARERK

Creative Director of the World Design Cities Conference;
President at Shanghai University of Engineering Science
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